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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 3993 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, PARM, MILI, AR 

SUBJECT: HELICOPTER PURCHASE BY ARGENTINE AIR FORCE 

1 . EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT A REQUEST FOR EXPORT LICENSE 
FOR EIGHT BELL MODEL 212 HELICOPTERS IS PENDING IN THE 
DEPARTMENT. TWO OF THESE HELICOPTERS ARE TO BE IN A 

VIP CONFIGURATION FOR PRESIDENTIAL SUPPORT OPERATIONS. 

THEY WILL PROVIDE AN ADDED SAFETY, SECURITY AND INSTRUMENT 

FLIGHT CAPABILITY FOR PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL. THE OTHER 

SIX, IN A UTILITY CONFIGURATION, ARE DESTINED FOR 

USE IN THE ANTARCTIC. THEY WILL ENHANCE THE SAFETY AND 

INSTRUMENT FLIGHT CAPABILITIES OF THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE 

(ARGAF) IN SUPPORT OF SCIENTIFIC OPERATIONS. THE GOA 

HAS BEEN VERY COOPERATIVE AND FORTHCOMING WITH ASSISTANCE 

FOR NSF ANTARCTIC OPERATIONS, INCLUDING EMERGENCY EVACUATION 

OF US PERSONNEL. SALE OF THESE HELICOPTERS WILL INCREASE 

THE GOA CAPABILITY AND WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE 

SIMILAR ASSISTANCE IN THE FUTURE. THESE AIRCRAFT WILL 

HAVE NO RPT NO INTERNAL SECURITY ROLE. 

2. THE ARGAF MATERIEL COMMAND APPROACHED OUR AIR 
ATTACHE (AIRA) RECENTLY TO DETERMINE THE STATUS OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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EXPORT LICENSE. ARGAF APPROACH TO AIRA WAS MATTER-OF- 
FACT. GOA FUNDS HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED FOR HELICOPTER 
PURCHASE. THEY WANT HELICOPTERS SOON: PREFERABLY THE 
BELT. MODEL 212, TO BE PREPARED FOR THE NEXT ANTARCTIC 
SUMMER CAMPAIGN. WE HAVE REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH ARE 
PREPARED TO MAKE DELIVERY OF PUMA HELICOPTERS ON SHORT 
NOTICE, IF GIVEN THE PURCHASE ORDER. 
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3. WE URGE THE DEPARTMENT TO GIVE PROMPT ATTENTION 
TO THIS MATTER, AND RECOMMEND A FAVORABLE DECISION. WE 
ARE CONVINCED THAT FURTHER DELAY, OR DENIAL OF THE 
PURCHASE WILL JEOPARDIZE A TRADITIONAL MARKET FOR 
THE US AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY. 

CHAPLIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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